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feared to stake his prestige on forcing the Republican votes of the House into a defense of the Act. As early as June, 1808, he had written to Dr. Leib: "They [the extreme Federalists] are endeavoring to convince England that we suffer more by the embargo than they do, and that, if they will hold out a while, we must abandon it. It is true, the time will come when we must abandon it. But if this is before the repeal of the Orders of Council, we must abandon it only for a state of war. The day is not distant when that will be preferable to a longer continuance of the embargo. But we can never remove that, and let our vessels go out and be taken under these orders without making reprisals." He left Congress at liberty to do what it would. After three and a half months of debate, modifications so extensive were passed as to amount to a virtual repeal of the Embargo Act. Most of these modifications were to take effect on March isth, 1809. Jefferson signed the bill embracing them three days before going out of office. He protested to the last that the Embargo, if it had been steadfastly adhered to, would have accomplished its purpose, and American shipping would have been restored to its rights without war.
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